
Across the county various events were organised to 

mark the occasion, from bonny baby competitions 

to blazing bonfires. Read how some of the local 

towns and villages celebrated. 

West Cumberland               

VE Day Celebrations          

At 3pm on 8th May 1945 Winston Churchill’s radio broadcast to the nation 

announced the long awaited news that after years of conflict the war in 

Europe was finally at an end. 
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June 1945 

After years of quiet darkness people 

were able to enjoy the brightly lit 

bonfires and firework displays that 

were organised. 



17 May 1945 

10 May 1945 

The Board of Trade announced that 

people could purchase red, white and 

blue bunting without using ration   

coupons so that streets and houses 

could be decorated with colourful 

flags and bunting. 














