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At 3pm on 8th May 1945 Winston Churchill’s radio broadcast to the nation

announced the long awaited news that after years of conflict the war in
Europe was finally at an end.

. . Borough of % ' Whitehaven
Across the county various events were organised to -

mark the occasion, from bonny baby competitions CEII:?.BI(;ZTII,S:I S
to blazing bonfires. Read how some of the local e
tOWﬂS and Vlllages Celebrated (PUBLIC HOLIDAY)

THIS PROGRAMME

IS ISSUED AT SHORT NOTICE,

IT IS OF INTEREST TO YOU, $0 READ IT AND TELL
YOUR FRIENDS TO DO LIKEWISE.

IMPOlTANT FOR ALL SCNOOL C DREN

AT THE BRITISH RESTAU "
HOWGILL STREET, WHIT! :
30 fo 50 pm.: Old Aga P sera (everps

PUT OUT YOUR BUNTING

Clestor Moor, and was lluoolh N": J 1 MAKE IT A REAL V-DAY!
m« by Mns Flnbnl Clingan (nee Curwen), who Is | i spoe in donated by The Bee

4 May 1995 . ' —
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V.E.-DAY

e

. West Cumberland

Celebrations

FTER what was gencrally regarded
A as an untidy ending to thz wor.
with rumour and counter-rumour
keeping people in a state of tense ex-
citement all day on Monday, West
Cumberland celebrated V.E.-Day on
Tuesday in right royal fashion. From
all the towns and villages came the
same story of flags, of bonfires, of
rejoicing, of thanksgiving for the over-
throw of a tyranny, which, but for
Britain’s lone fight at one period, might
have enslaved the whole world.

Fully aware that the end of hostilities
was very near, Whitehaven people set
about the task of decorating on Mon-
day, so_that on Tuesday there was an
impressive display of flags and bunt-
ing. There were flags of all descrip-
tions—some of the vessels in the
harbour were flaunting all their signal
flags, even the *“plague” and ‘“‘no
water” flags—and in some of the
narrower streets householders had
achieved results which were greatly
admired. ‘

Throughout Britain's history bon-
fires have been symbpls of national
rejoicing, and as darkness fell on
Tuesday great beacons were lit all over
the town and on the surrounding hills.
Many of these were surmounted by
ingenious effigies of Hitler, Star shells
and rockets also ascended high into
the skies. In the town one of the
biggest bonfires was that beside the
hospital, which, from a distance, pro-
duced a delightful” floodelit effect on
the trees in the park. It was at the
hospital, too, that one of the most
imposing victory signs in the town was
to be found, for blazoning from the
roof was a brilliantly lighted red.
white, and blue *“V,” ‘with the word
“Victory,” and the victory  sign
stretched in between the two arms of
the letter.

In all the churches good congrega-
tions assembled to offer thanksgiving

to God.
10 May 1945
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A UNITED SERVICE

On Wednesday a united gathering,
attended by the Mayor and members
of the Corporation, was held in St.
Nicholas’ Church. The Rev. C. E.
Nurse- officiated and the address was
given by the Mayor’s chaplain, the
Rev. J. A. James, Methodist minister.

Mr. James said that it was with a
feeling of relief and of thanksgiving
that they had gathered together after
a war in which a new paganism, sup-
ported by well-organised military
power, had threatened a Christian
civilisation, which had endured for
over 1,000 years. Throughout the long
and - bitter struggle we had never
doubted the justice of our cause. and
as we counted our losses we realised
that the end had been worth it all.

“Throughout the perils of the war
God has been ever necar to us: in the
darkest days He sustained our hope:
4 misfortune He renewed our faith:
in adversity He allayed our fears: in
every emergency of danger and of duty
He kept us steadfast (o our purpose
and true to our resolve.” It was
our duty, ended Mr. James, to re-
dedicgte ourselves to God.

10 May 1945

BECKERMET AND CALDERBRIDGE

Gay colours were again in evidence
in Beckermet with The White Mare
Hotel presenting an especially attrac-
tive picture. Floodlights were used
at night, a free dance at the Royal
Oak Hotel was enjoyed, and community
singing in the streets lasted until mid-
night. Calderbridge, too, held many
celebrations. Thanksgiving services on
V.E.-Day and on the following Sunday
in both villages were well attended.
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V.E. 3-DAY

Whitehaven Celebrations
‘/I.\SSED singing by oyer 1,000
l Whitehaven schoolchildren
assembled under the trees and on the
grcen lawns of the Castle Park
formed the ' fitting and impressive
opening to Whitehaven'’s third day of
victory  celebrations — celebrations
which catered for the children, the
old people, for Servicemen and women,
and ex-Servicemen and women.

Myviads of small UUnion Jacks
fluttered in the hands of the younig-
sters pathered in the park, while at
the entrance, and, in fact all over
,the town, were the larger flags of the
Allied natiens. From the flag-be-
decked bandstand, the Mayor (Coun,
H. *Harrison) told the children that
e hoped this day would live long in
their' memorics, He then handed over
the microphone to the Holiday Week
Rand, undet Mr. ¢, MeQuinness, who
led the children in the rousing
choruses of our national songs,

In the afternoon the children met
at their respeetive schools for sports,
rames, and tea, and each child re-
ceived a sixpence,

l KELLS HAPPENINGS

There was a big crowd of both
children and adults at Kells, where
ilhe events, which were many and
! varied, were well organised. It was
here, too, that the cclebrations were
officially opened with speeches by Mr.

A. B, MaeDonald, zeneral manager of
the Cumberland Coal Co,, and the
Mayor,

Mr. MacDonald suid how grand it
| was for them all to be celebrating
VE )»-Day, and to know that the
Nazi regime was crushed for ever.
Many children did not know what it
was like to live in a world of peace,
but had heen brought up with ration
hooks and sweet coupons, never know-
ing the joys of roing into a shop and
buyinez what they wanted. To-day.
however, was the children’s dav, and
| it was to the children that they looked
to build the future, and become the
citizens of our great Empire,

Me, MaeDonald said they could not
let sueh a day pass without some men-
tion of those still fighting in the Far
East, “Our hearts go ont to them"
he declared. He also paid tribute to
those who had paid the suprem, &9
rifice, who had gone into battle with-
out thought for their own safety,

The Mayor said the day had started
well in the park. The people of Kells
had a fing community centre, one of
the hest views in the town, and, so he
was told by Coun, Evans, the best
people. He hoped they would all enjoy
themselves,

The Monkwray and Kells Central
School children enjoyed exeiting sport-
ing events, which were supervised by
their teachers, and run in conjunction
with the events organised by the Wel-
fare organisations, One of the most
enjovable events was a comie foothall
mateh  between Haig  United and
Kells, when, not only were the players
dressed in such ridieulons garbs as
bathing costumes and ballet skirts,
but they were at variance as to what
they were playing—Rugby League
rules holding sway at one end of the
pitch and Soccer heing played at the
other. Not content with their strenuous
efforts in this foothall hotch-potch, the
teams next made a combined assanlt
on the greasy pole, one of the players
eventually raining the top after a
ladder had been brousht, and he had
received helpine hands from the rest
of the team, The rest of the Centre
side-shows included a treasure hunt,
long-kick competitions, goal shooting,
and a rifle range, Senior sports were
also held, and a bowling competition
was another attraction,

———

Trems smmssAaILE e ANs MALLAWAL,

PENSIONERS ENTERTAINED

Over 1,000 pensioners were cnter-
tained to an excellent tea, which in-
cluded ham and tongue, in the Centre,
and in the British Restaurant. Trans-
port to and from these gatherings
was provided. and the old people were
visited by the Mayor and members of
the Town Council.

In the evening the park was again
thronzed with young and old alike,
the young to enjoy dancing to the
Holiday Week Band, on the lawn in
front of the bandstand. Dances and
band concerts were given in the park
througzhout the day, while Frizington
St, Paul's Band paraded the town in
the morning and Kells in the after-

noon.
HEROINES OF THE DANCE

At the request of the Town Council
the “News' Comforts Fund Committee
and friends, who had made such a
.pmnouncml success of the reunion
organised for the Burma men, ran a
dance held in the Empress Ballroom
for returned prisoners of war, Service
personnel on leave, and discharged
Servicemen of this war. The real
heroines of this event were the women
who provided supper. They made a
shot in the dark at the number likely
to be present and catered for 600,
Actually 900 turned up, but all were
expeditiously served, a commendabhle
feat considering all the cireumstances.
Next in order of merit must be listed
the Empress Band. Under that
martinet of an M.C,, Mr, W. 8, Newall,
they were given little respite, but they
responded gallantly, especially with
some of the old-time numbers, which
were exceedingly popular.

A beautiful cake given hy Mrs.
MeArthur (Bransty) was won in a
spot dance by Pte. Bell (Border Regi-
ment) and Mrs, Bell, and other prizes
went to L.A.C. Gill and Miss Leece,
Pte, Ward (D.L.I.) and Miss Goodall,
and A.B, Davidson and Mrs. Nicholson,

Introduced by Mr, J, R. Williams,
the Mayvor warmly welcomed the re-
turned prisoners and thanked them
and the Services personnel for all
they had done for the country,

A HUGE BONFIRE

The day finished literally in a biaze
of zlory when the Mayor lizhted the
great honfire before a bir crowd
which had gathered on Arrowthwaite
Brows. Over 30ft, in diameter and of
like height, it was an inspiring sight
and was still burning the following
morning.  Fireworks ndded to the
festivities, and the hospital was lit up
by the attractive red, white and blue
V" which shone so splendidly from
the roof on VE-Day 1. In the town a
quiet contrast was found in the
beautiful flood-lighting of St. Nicholas’
Church, whose silvered entrance and
clock tower stood out like an immense
wood-cut againet the black back-
ground of the night.

June 1945

After years of quiet darkness people
were able to enjoy the brightly lit
bonfires and firework displays that
were organised.

Stretch your
Meat Ration
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Steak:Kidney
Pudding . ..

Medt in a pudding goes half as
far again — and all the goodness
stays in the pudding.
Try this recipe :

8 oz. Hindhaughs Self-Raising Flour,

4 0x. Shredded Suet, Pinch of Salt,

Beef Steak and Kidney.
Lightly work all suet into the
flour and salt. Add water, a
little at a time, and mix to a
'stiff dough. Cut in half, roll out
and line basin smoothly inside
with half the dough. Almost
fill with meat seasoned to taste,
add cold water and cover top
with remaining dough. Join
by damping edges and pressing
together.
Make Hindhaughs Self-Raising
Flour your choice for Cakes and
Pastry. Italways rises to your
occasion. Send 2d. stamp to
the address below for BOOK of
over 100 Wartime RECIPES to

HINDHAUGHS Lud.,
38 Cloth Market,

(F.s) Newcastle-on-Tyne 1. @

HINDHAUCHS

_"-'_"S_'eff"’.ﬁa isi ﬂ‘i : FI_OUR

LET OX0
‘MEAT YCUR VEGETABLES
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Egremont

Flags and bunting, which first made
their appearance in Egremont during
the Boer War, were amongst the
decorations which gave the town a
eal festive appearance on Tuesday.
One flag actually bore a picture of
'ord Roberts and many parents had
ifficulty in  remembering  sufficient
bout “Bobs™ to answer the children's
cuestions.  Whilst the whole town was
2y with she Allied flags, including
nme hastily contrived red banners
with the hammer and sickle, it was
in fhe back streets that the most
profuse and original displays were to
be seen. p
Festivities started early on _Tuesday
morning when a large party of girls
returning from a factory paraded the
Main Street lustily singing “All's Well,
Mademoiselle.” ~ In the afterfoon
impromptu dances. were held in the
streets. ~ "Towards evening the pace
quickened and gay, -laughing, singing
crowds made their way through . the
‘'own in a rea] spirit of celebration.

The lights did not go up, with three
notable exceptions—the Electric Shop,
Mr. W. Smith’s radio shop, and Mr.
I'. Herd’s neon display in South
Stieet. The greatest Blaze was from
the display of neon lighting arranged
by Mr, Smith, whose &hop windows
vere fully illuminated with a huge “V*
sianin neon lighting as the centre-
riece. A large crowd  of people
withered there towards midnight to
taze at the lights. As the clocks
'ruck  midnight the crowd sang the
Nitional Anthem, gave cheers for the
k lng—and then stood gazing at the
NS,

10 May 1945

The Board of Trade announced that
people could purchase red, white and
blue bunting without using ration
coupons so that streets and houses
could be decorated with colourful
flags and bunting.

S R S O .






















