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Sergeant Navigator

John Scaife
Sanderson

son of

Mr and Mrs Sanderson,
farmers,

of Row End Farm, Tebay.

John was just one of
many, many Cumbrians
who never came home
: from the war.

All the documents concerning John can be found in Cumbria Archive Service, 2
Kendal. WDX 1484/3/1.




John’s brother kept a file of all the
documents connected with John's
death in the war. The file is now
kept in the Archive Centre in
Kendal.

The file is a fitting tribute to the
sacrifice of one family, and must
stand as an acknowledgement of
the sacrifice of so many families
In the war.

This is a newspaper cutting,
reporting John's loss.
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He described a dangerous operation over Germany, from which they were lucky to
return safely 4



This is a Halifax, the same type of heavy bomber
that John was flying in when he was lost.
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8th January 1945

The letter from Dad to Tom, telling him that the policeman brought a telegram to say
John was reported missing. “We had a bright, cheery letter on Saturday

morning to say he was coming on leave this week. .. . It is grand to know that
he was ready. There are lots of sad nearby homes but we know where to seek

strength and grace f for our time of need.”
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I am ocommndsd by tha Alr Counsil to inform you thei sy
with great regrot to confirm the Telegram in gilah jyou

were potifisd that your son, Sargaant John Sasife Sandsrson,
is b-.l:i.m:i to havs lost his 1iTe"ss thes cesult
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ol tie ﬂrm‘-npﬂitim en the nignt of bt/ Tth Jemusry, 19+5.
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in whish he wea flying on that nizht erashec st Jemells,
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Mthnqﬁhmm is wnbappily little resson to doubt the
sssuracy of this report, the cesuslty will ba recorded aa
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e ; Fiﬁl abpanas of somfirmstory
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Tha ®r Goimail desira me to exprass thelr desn
sympathy with you in your greve sniciety.
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(Bzd) OHAHLIS SNANS.
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Tabay,
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AL MINISTRY
{Cepunlty Branaha}

19t April 1945

The official letter from the
Ministry, telling John’s Dad that
he was missing, presumed dead.

The plane crashed in Belgium.
When it crashed in January,
Belgium was in German hands.
By the time of this letter, the crash
site was in British hands, and the
wreckage had been identified. But
there were only 4 bodies out of
the crew of 6, and John’s body
had not been identified.

It was often not possible to
identify human remains in the
wreckage of a plane crash.
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I sm sorry to have to refer to the sad news pbout your son,

Serjoant John Sgelfe Sanderson, which wna ecmveysd to you by the
Mr Gouneil in their lstter of 19.April.i94%, but further informetion
hrmr'bum rooaived, witloh unhappily confirms the previous report.

he latost informstion which has coms to hand is from s British Aemy Unit
in Bslgium, It sppesrs thet on informetion given by locsl inhabitents
they dissovered two more members of the orew, some IHtile mmyx dastance
away [rom the mizes wrecksd siroraft. These sirmsn wers tafen to the
towm af' Marche Imlﬂ'ﬂl-l where your son was identified from partioulars
an hie clothing. Unhappily the other sirmen oould not be fdentified,
but was stated to be a Ssrjosnt Bomb-siwmer. They wers both buriad in
the Militery Cemetsry st Marche., which is aituated soms 26 mlles 5B
of Nagmur. The Irector of Graves Registration end Inguiries hes been
regqueatod have your sons grave recietered and suitsably inseribed.
Sar jeant derson will now be rosorded sa "Killed in mction™ and the
sotion to presume death, for efficisl purposes, will no longer be
BeSe3EATY .

It is hoped that this definite imowlsdge of your son's resting plase
will afford you s amall messurs of oenmolstion in your grest loss. May
tender you our sinoere sympathy in your grest sorrow snd long parisd of

enxioty.
Yours sinosrsly,

( ) JPARSUGS . #fle.
\ ' Casunlty Branch, _
A few days later, another official letter told John’s family that his body
had been found, “some little distance away from the wrecked aircraft.”
He was identified by his clothing. “It is hoped that definite knowledge of

your son’s resting place will afford you a small measure of consolation in
your great loss.” 8
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A Surprising Letter
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Amazingly, one of the crew survived the crash. He had been taken prisoner
by the Germans, and only recently “turned up.” Here the survivor explained
exactly what happened on the plane.
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6. Sgptambers 1945,

uir,
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- The late Serpesnt S.J. Sendersone

-I am directsd to inform you that the out-turn of your son's
Service Sstats is ms followas—

-3 :
e e Oa

Balance of “aye 174 2+ 9.
mﬂh in ﬂf-ﬂﬂtﬂl 13- Z2e +a
Post rlar Oreadit at 6'& pBI" day e 21e1+s O
Income ‘ex refunded on Service smoluments. &. 1+ ta
£ 80. D¢ 2a

Phere is no trace either in this Iopartment or atfdyour
| gom's Royel Air Force Unit of any #11 having been executed by him

| end in sccordence with the Hnglish Law of Intestacy the Service

Betete iz divieibls squally bstwean yourself and your wifes

Accordinzly a peysbla order for 2£86. @. 2. in your joint favour
will be forwarded te you undsr separate cover sl an early date.

I am to add that a sum in respect of der Gratuity will
be pelc at a later date in scoordance with the public snnouncemsant
that has been made on the subject.
I am,8ir,
i Your obedient sesrvant,
|

(SGD) WeJoHIILYS.

T 'Eesmﬁb_rmiﬂq;! Agoounitas
Row “hd, 1
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for Director of

- . —
ATR MINISIRZ. N

6t September1945

The last letter from
the ministry.

It told John’s father
how much pay John
was owed when he
died. He was also
entitled to an income
tax refund, because
of his sudden death.

The total amount the
family received was
just over £86.
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Sanderson Prise

Presented annually to a Scholar
of Saxp Area Sunpay ScHooL

To keep fresh the Memory
of a much loved teacher

Scergt.-Nab. Jobn S. Sanderson

toho was killod during flying operations
i the 1930-194%5 War

Awarded for year ...

B peri nrendent

John’s family used the
money to set up a prize
fund for the Sunday
School where John had
been a teacher.
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A couple of year’s later, John's brother Tom visited the grave in Belgium.
He was angry to discover that the grave stones were incorrect. You can
see that John’s name and date of death are wrong. On the left, Tom has
noted down what was on the “Grave,” on the right “Actual” is what it
should be.

Tom wrote several letters to the ministry before they corrected it. 12



- A — T

L L
L ]

PN Ny, s,
e af BLES,

T §u wd En e deaidat ARl @ail §oSeors Lekrasd e
poar wan, BT, (SerPs ADLITL, wha whs mwrvlfd LR UG et
Paky wA B, N, Las Ssen emoidsd wi oripphesl AreEne] whilEl om

' wervies #105 Sld s,

By emmid @f Hi0 Bxjesiy The Kiag The seses &F tross
b o e Eerotmal Beay #a haes pivem vedlr 1ives jun e
warvice of tiadr plaiify &fe Femcial iR L Brifasi Fary
Eall &F FeEeds. 1 =n v eilisg @ ldlos's mees W G Eil
Bf Mopour, wof, sa ] &5 s, ¥lsh 14 SEprees wy mSmiretlss fer
the serissd b FESlEEED BNl 0 mmray 1o poo bnld ek Peally
wp prefves afetny in rror eel Derseiel]

Taur @ ssrikclly sphald 1is sebls yredttions of T6e
W raaal Bavy awd § mey pEssagas hops Bt ibe Fesdiesties of
Sl Fagh mey Nall @ deilan i heary Bler "hlah heE Felles
i P

B ure snearity,

e

WEFEFNE OF W TR Y,

. T

o cm——

The war took the lives of many

people who were not in the

armed forces.

Dear Madam,

It is with the deepest regret that |
have learned that your son, Mr.
George Acton, who was serving in
the Merchant Navy as A.B. has been
recorded as supposed drowned whilst
on service with his ship.

Your son upheld the noble traditions
of the Merchant Navy and | may
perhaps hope that the realisation of
this may help to soften the heavy
blow that has fallen upon you.
Believe me, yours sincerely,
Leathers

Minister of War Transport

You can see this letter at BBC People's War Website

This document is included in “WW?2 People's War,” an online archive of wartime memories contributed by members of they
public and gathered by the BBC. Article ID: A4268243 The archive can be found at bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar'



George Acton was a crew member on the British ship,
SS Empire Leopard. The ship was sailing from
America with supplies for Britain when it was
torpedoed by a German U-Boat on 2" November,
1942. You can find full details at: BBC People's War

George was one of four Whitehaven men serving as
sailors on the Empire Leopard. None of them was ever
found.

Mrs Acton must have been very upset by the letter;
she had heard nothing for six months. Mrs Acton had
two sons on the Empire Leopard. Although Lord
Leathers’ letter mentions only George, his brother
William had also been lost.

This interview is part of “WW2 People's War,” an online archive of wartime memories contributed by members of the pulplic
and gathered by the BBC. Article ID: A4268243 The archive can be found at bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar'
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Caught Under Fall

1

Wh|tehaven Mmers
Fortitude -

\
A 33-vear-old coal hewer, father éf {hree

“childre 'n, Mr. John Homsb\, 29, Thé Ginns,

Whitehaven, died in . Whitehaven Hospital

on Mcnday aiter being
accident at Haig Pit, !

Deceased was one of & company working
on  the anorning shift a1t No. o huug\h Ban-
nock face. A huoge slab of stone is eporte:d
Lo have falien from the robf- and! pinned
Fomsby “by the lower part of the bodyi
Whilst his workmates toiled o release him
and assistance was given- by = {he Amine
ambulance workers,  Hornsbvy never lost
consciousness and showed great ioftltudo

At the hoc;]ntrtl several fractures  were
dizcovered and Hornshy  died five hours
after adimission.
CAn o inguest

injured lin- an

waz opencd - by Mrd R, W,
I)npntv Coroner, on Tnezday, and
i week, ' '
Bvidenee ol identification was given by
William -~ Hornsby,  Loweswaler [Avenue,
Waooidhoeuse, who said  he last saw - his
brother on Saturday night.  Deceased, who
had worked for 15 years in Ladysmith, Wel-
hwmu, cand g Pits,  had no |physiecal
had worked as a higwer at
Hl‘“ Pit for nine vears.

The Coroner expressed his qvmpdthv with
the relutives,

Mining became more
dangerous in the war.

The miners worked hard to
extract more coal, but were
short of men and equipment.
Many young and
Inexperienced men were
drafted into the mines. For
these reasons, the accident
rate went up.

Cumobrians like John Hornsby
lost their lives while they were
doing their duty and helping

Britain to win the war.
15



SO T i e

Cumbria at War, 1939-1945

A Role Play Exercise in seven chapters for use in secondary schools.

Chapters:
Introduction: VE Day, Cumbria, May [945.

In Uniform: those who served in uniform in Cumbria.

Working: those who worked in Cumbria to help win the war.

Home Supplies: how Cumbrians got what they needed in the war.

Away from Home: evacuees, and Cumbrians serving overseas.

Missing Home: prisoners of war, Cumbrians and Germans in
Cumbria.

Not Coming Home: remembering those Cumbrians who fell in the
war.
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