The Evolution in Medical Practice - medical profession
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Spirit of Hartshorn (Ammonium Bicarbonate) = ‘smelling salts’




The Evolution in Medical Practice -

medical profession

In the 19th century, the lack of regulation of the medical profession meant that a variety of
people offered their services, at a variety of prices, with a variety of ‘selling points’!
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Many pharmacists had
extensive interests in the
trade.

In Cleator Moor one pharmacy
made up its own medicines,
stocked traditional cures such
as leeches, used chemists’
skills to make drugs for
animals, and offered dentistry.
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From the range of supplies available at the
dentists you can see that it included
treatments made up using chemists’ skills
including Quinine Tonic.
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The Evolution in Medical Practice - nursing in the Crimea

Although women had particularly long played an active role in medicine as nurses, Florence
Nightingale's exploits in the Crimean War (1853 - 1856) gave the role a new respectability.

It was during the Crimean War that she had pioneered much in nursing practice and this
Cumbrian example refers to Scutari, which gave her the opportunity to conduct her work.

The appeal is for lint and linen “...to be transmitted the hospitals of our Army on the East, especially to
Scutari...’.

It refers to the example of ‘those ladies who with Christian heroism, have left their land to watch by the
bedsides of the sick and the disabled, ministering to their sufferings and their wants’.

Contributions of books and popular periodicals such as Leisure Hour and Household Words were also

requested for a hospital library for the patients. ,

28 Nov 1854 Ref. WDX 413 (Kendal Record Office)




